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Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People — Second Report — 
 “Annual Report 2008–2009” 

Resumed from 10 September 2009. 

Motion 
Hon LINDA SAVAGE: I move — 

That the report be noted. 

I would like to make some comments on the second report by the Joint Standing Committee on the 
Commissioner for Children and Young People. This is an extremely important committee. The role of this 
committee is to monitor, review and report to Parliament on the role of the Commissioner for Children and 
Young People, Michelle Scott. As many members will know, the appointment of the Commissioner for Children 
and Young People was an initiative of the previous Labor government. This office was set up on the 
understanding that a committee would oversee the work of the commissioner.  

This is quite a brief report. As it says at the beginning of its report, the committee’s immediate concerns were 
initially focused on establishing the committee’s role. During this period it undertook some activities and 
meetings. It went to New South Wales to meet with the NSW Joint Committee on Children and Young People 
and it held a series of meetings with Michelle Scott, the commissioner.  

I would like to put on the record a brief outline of the role of the commissioner. The commissioner is an 
independent person who works closely with children and young people, their families, the community and 
government to make WA a better place for kids. The position was created because the Western Australian 
Parliament made a commitment to the children and young people of WA that they would live in a state where 
they were heard, valued, healthy and safe. The Parliament passed the Commissioner for Children and Young 
People Act in 2006. An important part of the act states that the commissioner reports to the WA Parliament 
through the parliamentary committee. This means that the commissioner is independent. The Commissioner for 
Children and Young People Act also emphasises the fact that the commissioner must advocate for all children 
and young people in the state, giving special regard to Aboriginal children and young people and children and 
young people who are vulnerable or disadvantaged for any reason. I am sure all members in this house would 
agree that there could not be a more important aim for a commissioner or a more important role for someone to 
have in society than to advocate for those who are not able to advocate for themselves. It seems to me from the 
three reports that I have read that have been produced by this committee since 2009 that its role of advocating 
and alerting the Parliament and raising issues that affect children will be increasingly important.  

In the foreword of the brief report, the committee’s chairman, Ms Andrea Mitchell from the Legislative 
Assembly, noted that it would be anticipated that the committee’s review functions would expand as the 
commissioner’s own role continues to develop and as the commissioner undertakes new initiatives and/or 
activities to fulfil the functions required by the act.  

This second report was handed down on 10 September 2009. At that point, the committee had not had the 
opportunity to meet with some leaders in Western Australia in the field of child development and the provision 
of services in relation to the concerns that are voiced about children in this state; I refer to people such as 
Professor Fiona Stanley from the Telethon Institute for Child Health Research or Associate Professor Trevor 
Parry. I hope they have the opportunity to meet with those people. Obviously, they are people Michelle Scott 
draws on in some of her reports and statements.  

Committee interrupted, pursuant to temporary orders. 
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